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The SAT Test 
 

The SAT test provides a measure of the critical thinking 
skills students need for academic success in college. Many 
colleges and universities use SAT scores as one indicator 
when making college admission and placement decisions.  
An enhanced version of the previous SAT Reasoning Test, 
was administered for the first time in 2006, and includes a 
section on writing skills, new math topics, and additional 
paragraph-length passages. The new test version has three 
sections: critical reading, mathematics and writing.  
 
The critical reading section of the test measures the ability to 
identify genre, relationships among parts of a text, cause and 
effect, rhetorical devices, and comparative arguments. The 
critical reading test consists of 67 questions (two 25-minute 
sections and one 20-minute section).  
 
The math section measures the mastery of mathematical 
concepts and reasoning skills, and new topics such as 
exponential growth, absolute value, and functional notation.   
The math test also places greater emphasis on linear 
functions, manipulation of exponents, and properties of 
tangent lines.   The math test consists of 54 questions in two 
25-minute sections and one 20-minute section.  
 
The writing section measures the ability to develop a point-
of-view on an issue and express ideas.  The writing test is 
composed of 49 multiple-choice questions (35 minutes) and 
an essay question (25 minutes).  The multiple-choice 
questions place emphasis on the mechanics of writing rather 
than the process of composing. 
 
On SAT tests administered prior to 2006, a perfect 
combined score was 1600 (verbal and math). The current 
SAT scores for each section are reported on a scale from 
200 to 800. A perfect combined score is 2400 (critical 
reading, math and writing). Following the procedures used 
by the state, District Five is presenting the combined scores 
for critical reading and math. 
 
 

District Results 
 

School District Five of Lexington and Richland Counties 
results can be compared with national results, with South 

Carolina statewide results, and with other school districts 
within the state. Average scores for the district, state, and 
nation for 2007 are shown in Table 1, along with the 
percentages of graduates tested.  
 
Among students in District Five’s Class of 2007, 734 
attempted the SAT at least once. District Five students 
achieved an average score of 521 on the critical reading 
section, 544 on the math section and 513 on the writing 
section, for a combined average of score for critical reading 
and math of 1,065. 
 
Percentage of Students Tested 
In District Five, about 68 percent of the members of the 
Class of 2007 attempted the SAT at least once. For South 
Carolina, the figure was 62 percent. Nationally, about 48 
percent of this year’s graduates took the test. The percentage 
of District Five seniors decreased slightly from 70 percent in 
2006. Although District Five’s SAT percentage of SAT 
takers declined for the Class of 2007, the percentage of ACT 
test takers had a slight increased. 
 
National Comparison 
Across the United States, students in the Class of 2007 
averaged 502 on the critical reading section, 515 on the 
math section and 494 on the writing section. The average 
combined score for critical reading and math was 1,017. The 
average combined score for District Five students exceeded 
the national average by 19 points on the critical reading 
section, 29 points on the math section, and 19 points on the 
writing section, and a total of 48 points above the national 
average for the combined score in critical reading and math. 
The results for District Five, our state and the nation are 
provided in Table 1. 
 
 
Statewide Comparison 
The South Carolina average score for the critical reading 
section was 488, 496 for math, and 475 for the writing 
section, for a combined score of 1459. District Five’s 
averages surpassed South Carolina’s scores by 33 points on 
the critical reading section, by 48 points on the math section, 
and by 38 points on the writing section, for a total difference 
of 81 points for the combined score in critical reading and 
math. District Five had the highest average combined score 
in South Carolina.  The results for the top five South 



 
Carolina districts, as measured by the combined SAT 
average score, are presented in Table 2. 
 
 
Table  1.  2007 Average Results  

 District  
Five 

South 
Carolina 

United 
States 

% Tested 68 62 48 

Critical Reading 521 488 502 

Math 544 496 515 

Writing 513 475 494 
Critical Reading 
+ Math 1,065 984 1,017 

All subtests 1,578 1,459 1,511 

 
High School Results 

 
The most recent results for our high schools are presented in 
Table 3.  All District 5 schools exceeded the state and 
national averages. 
 
Chapin High 
Chapin High School (CHS) seniors averaged 520 on critical 
reading, 546 on math, and 506 on writing for a combined 
score (critical reading and math) of 1,066. Eighty percent of 
the senior class took the SAT at least once and ranked 10th 
among South Carolina high schools that tested more than 10 
students.   
 
 
 

Dutch Fork High 
At Dutch Fork High (DFHS) seniors averaged 527 on 
critical reading, 556 on math and 520 on writing, for a 
combined score (critical reading and math) of 1,083, sixty-
five percent of the senior class took the SAT at least once. 
DFHS ranked 6th among South Carolina high schools that 
tested more than 10 students. 
 
Irmo High 
Irmo High School’s (IHS) Class of 2007 averaged 514 on 
critical reading, 528 on math, and 509 on writing, for a 
combined score (critical reading and math) of 1,042. Sixty-
five percent of the IHS Class of 2007 took the test at least 
once and ranked 19th in the state that tested more than 10 
students. 

 
Table 3.  Average Results for D5 Schools 

 Chapin Dutch 
Fork Irmo 

% Tested 80 65 65 

Critical Reading 520 527 514 

Math 546 556 528 

Writing 506 520 509 
Critical Reading 
+ Math 1,066 1,083 1,042 

All subtests 1,572 1,603 1,551 

 
Links to Additional Information 
 
South Carolina Department of Education Press Release  

http://ed.sc.gov/news/more.cfm?articleID=823 
 State Test Results Page (includes results prior to 2007) 

http://ed.sc.gov/topics/assessment/scores/ 
 

Table 2.  Top Scoring Districts on 2007 SAT (Ranked by Combined Test Average Score) 
 

District Number 
Tested 

# of 
Seniors 

% 
Tested 

Critical 
Reading Math Writing 

Critical 
Reading 
+Math 

Lexington 5 734 1,077 68 521 544 513 1,065 
York 4  379    476   80 515  533  503  1,048 
Lexington 1  704 1,237   57 511  530  493  1,041 
Oconee  254   600   42 513  527  501  1,040 
Anderson 1  276   558   49 505  529  490  1,034 

 
 
 


